WHAT HAVE  THE  WOMEN GAINED?
haps be best illustrated by a brief quotation from a Britisher, the
Dean of Canterbury, who would not naturally be expected to be
enthusiastic about the Soviets and who had, indeed, many mis-
givings about them before he visited the U.S.S.R. In the course
of an interview he remarked:
"For thirty years I have urged that every child should be given
the utmost opportunity for development of his or her powers;
this is the debt we owe to children and it is of immense value for
the public welfare to tap every source of talent.
"Here (in the U.S.S.R.) I see the desire and the will that it shall
be done more thoroughly, perhaps, than in any other part of the
world. I was privileged to visit the House of Pioneers which I
was told is the forerunner of the projected Moscow Palace of
Pioneers. I know of no place finer in the world of its kind.
"They call the present place a house, but even in this stage it
is more like a palace. Its artistic beauty, first of all, made me en-
thusiastic. Obviously, the decorations have been done by true
artists and craftsmen of a very high order and the furniture shows
imagination and taste.
"In the Kiev Palace of Pioneers I saw an exhibit of children's
drawings and paintings. They were full of splendid promise."
He knew about the economic progress of the Soviet Union,
"but," he said, "I have been doubtful at times about the arts and
humanities (the artistic and emotional side of life). My visit to
the House of Pioneers has quite reassured me. To pick out from
the scholars of the ordinary schools those who desire, or show
themselves capable of, further development and to place these chil-
dren under the sympathetic guidance of real masters of many arts
and sciences, is work of the highest order. I am no longer surprised
at the musical achievements of Russian youth in open competition
with the world."
He was also glad to see "that girls in the U.S.S.R. share such
privileges equally with boys." In this respect the country was
laying good foundations for the future. He was convinced that:
"One of the most sinister movements in the Fascist countries
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